In 35 normal rabbits the cerebrospinal fluid glucose values ranged between 56 and 135 mg/dl, mean and standard deviation 78 ± 13 mg/dl. Cerebrospinal total protein values ranged from 16 to 66 mg/dl, mean and standard deviation 33 ± 10 mg/dl. The mean values were similar to those reported for human cerebrospinal fluid. Depression of the cerebrospinal glucose level in the rabbit may parallel the human situation and prove to be a useful marker of purulent inflammation.
Summary
In 35 normal rabbits the cerebrospinal fluid glucose values ranged between 56 and 135 mg/dl, mean and standard deviation 78 ± 13 mg/dl. Cerebrospinal total protein values ranged from 16 to 66 mg/dl, mean and standard deviation 33 ± 10 mg/dl. The mean values were similar to those reported for human cerebrospinal fluid. Depression of the cerebrospinal glucose level in the rabbit may parallel the human situation and prove to be a useful marker of purulent inflammation.
The rabbit model of human meningitis has recently received renewed attention (Delgado Phillips & A vent, 1978; Mitchell, Hinthorn & Liu, 1978; Scheid, Fletcher, Fink & Sande, 1978) , and Sorensen, Breen & Benzler (1973) described the cerebrospinal protein, lactic dehydrogenase and cell count in the normal rabbit, and contrasted these values with those obtained after experimental meningeal inflammation. It is well known that the cerebrospinal glucose value is very low in purulent meningitis in man (Thorn, Adams, Braunwald, Isselbacher & Petersdorf, 1977) , and it would be helpful to know the normal baseline values in rabbits for experimental reference. To our knowledge this information is not readily available (Jones, 1975 Results 35 rabbits were subjected to intraventricular puncture to obtain cerebrospinal fluid. 9 rabbits underwent multiple puncture for protein determination.
In 2 rabbits the protein level and in 1 rabbit the glucose level were not measured. The remaining 23 rabbits had a single intraventricular puncture for both protein and glucose determinations. The mean glucose value (± 1 s.d.) was 78 ± 13 mg/dl, with N = 50 (N = total number of determinations). The glucose values ranged between 56 and 135 mg/dl. The mean protein value (± 1 s.d.) was 33 ± 10 mg/dl, with N = 44. The protein values ranged from 16 to 66 mg/dl.
Discussion
The protein determinations are in agreement with those of Sorensen et al, (1973 
